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Approved Sponsors for Training Hours  
As you take training in 2015, it's important to understand the two types of training that 
meet certification requirements. (1) Trainings conducted by approved sponsors listed in 
WAC 434-260-200(4) qualify for "election-specific and sponsor-approved" hours. For 
maintaining certification, six of the eighteen hours required annually must be provided by 
an approved sponsor on this list, such as the WSACA or the Election Center. (2) Twelve of 
the eighteen hours must pertain to your professional development in elections and may be 
provided by any sponsor (except your county elections department). For initial certification, 
thirty of the forty required hours must be provided by approved sponsors. 
  
Everyone likes examples: (1) An instructor-led training sponsored by your vendor (not a 
sales meeting) qualifies for certification hours, but not for the approved sponsor category; 
(2) Online webinars provided by election-related organizations such as the League of 
Women Voters or the Election Academy qualify easily for certification hours, but again, they 
are not on the sponsor list; and (3) In-house trainings developed by your elections 
department only count when they're available to all counties, and the curriculum has been 
reviewed by the Certification & Training Program.   

  

New! Mail Ballot Certification Forms   
Each Mail Ballot Certification has a distinctive deadline and a specific form. 
  
From now on, counties must report the initial mailing/issuance of all service and overseas 
ballots using the new UOCAVA Mail Ballot Certification form. This form must be completed 
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and emailed to the OSOS the date of mailing. If you report a delay in mailing, the form is 
required no later than the applicable mailing deadline (30 days or 45 days depending upon 
election type). 
  
In addition, counties will continue to certify mailing non-UOCAVA ballots using a Mail Ballot 
Certification Form. Certify mailing of non-UOCAVA ballots to the OSOS by the fifteenth day 
before the election. 
  
Both forms are located in our resources for Reconciliation and Certification. 

  

Have You Finished Your Exam?  
If you wish to be certified before the 2015 Elections Conference, please submit your 
Certification Exam before Candidate Filing Week. This provides our office with enough time 
to evaluate your exam. After you've completed your exam and all certification 
requirements, please submit the Initial Certification Application. This ensures you'll be 
acknowledged in June!   

  

Free Webinars | Voter Guide Best Practices  
The League of Women Voters of California (LWVCA) Educational Fund is hosting two 
webinars on Voter Guide Best Practices. These webinars will be using the recommendations 
from their Best Practices Manual for Official Voter Information Guides.  
  
How to Use Voter Guides to Close the Civic Literacy Gap 
Friday, May 1 | 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Registration: http://bit.ly/VoterGuideWebinar3  
  
How to Use Plain Language in Voter Guides 
Friday, May 1 | 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Registration: http://bit.ly/VoterGuideWebinar4   

  

King County Elections Honored  
On April 20 the County Council honored King County Elections for conducting 23 consecutive 
elections with zero discrepancies, and a combined total of 7,926,915 ballots cast and 
reconciled. King County is one of the fastest growing counties in the country, and serves 
over 1.2 million voters. The King County Citizens' Election Oversight Committee was also 
honored for their contributions to King County's achievements. Our own Sheryl Moss has 
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served on this committee since 2006. This is a monumental accomplishment for King County 
and our state - please join us in congratulating King County Elections' staff on their success! 

  

EAC Meetings | April 28-29, 2015 
The U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC) convened their Standards Board and Board 
of Advisors in Williamsburg, VA on April 28-29, 2015. This is the first time these Boards have 
met since the new Commissioners were confirmed. Washington has two representatives on 
the Standards Board: Cowlitz County Auditor Kris Swanson and Stuart Holmes, Election 
Information Services Supervisor from the OSOS.   
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